A HISTORY OF POLAND
too much, and left him to draw his own condusion as to
the consequences to Austria.
When four or five million Poles were bluntly told that
in future they were to consider themselves Prussian or
Russian subjects, according to the new frontiers drawn
by the treaty, Poland was stricken dumb and powerless
with dismay.  The Confederates of Targowica showed
that they had fully trusted Catherine's guarantee of Polish
integrity, and refused to call a Diet, replying that they
had sworn an oath to maintain the integrity of the king-
dom.  Germanized though it was, the town of Danzig
alone resisted, and essayed a gallant resistance to the
Prussian army.  A few hours' bombardment ended the
defence, however, and Frederick William was soon in
possession of his booty. The two Powers now proceeded
to torture their victim into acquiescence in the new dis-
memberment.    Catherine began with the wretched
Stanislaw, who by now had lost the confidence of his
own people as well as the contempt of Europe.   On
April 23, 1793, he wrote wishing to abdicate, and was
told that he had not been made a king in order that he
might resign at the very time when his services were
required.   He must go to Grodno, where the Con-
federation of Targowica had now been removed, and
preside over the Diet that was being convoked; and
accordingly he went.
Since die Confederates had refused to summon a Diet,
it became necessary to revive the old and pernicious
permanent Council of State, in the pay of Russia. It was
this body, therefore, under the direction of Sievers, the
Russian ambassador, that arranged for the election of the
Diet. The Assembly had been called at Grodno in order
to be more completely subject to Russian influence and
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